
THE ILMINSTER 

MIDSUMMER EXPERIENCE

A COMMUNITY CELEBRATION



ORIGINS

ÅNeed for tourism

ÅHomegrown

ÅCommunity involvement

ÅSummer calendar gap



Community Interest Company

ÅFormation challenges

ÅPublic awareness

ÅVolunteers

ÅFunding



MIDSUMMER EXPERIENCE

ÅWhat is it?

ÅDifferentiation

ÅArt, Drama, and Music

ÅHistorical

ÅFamily fun

ÅVisitor attraction



THE FIRST YEAR 2008

ÅFunding

ÅSponsorship

ÅExternal organisations

ÅCommunity response

ÅEvent management



2008 PROGRAMME

ÅBanners in Town Centre

ÅMedieval Evening

ÅPhotographic Exhibition

ÅFlower Arrangements in Minster

ÅOrgan Recital

ÅChoral Concert

ÅTheatre Play



2008 PROGRAMME

ÅPainting Exhibition

ÅJazz Concert

ÅBritish BBQ Championships

ÅSports Taster Day

ÅStreet Market - Food & Crafts



2008 LESSONS LEARNED

ÅNeed more volunteers

ÅBudget too tight

ÅPublicity Challenges

ÅMeasurement of success

ÅMore Community involvement

ÅSSDC Funding



2009 PROGRAMME

ÅEgo Aethelredus Choral Work

ÅFilm Night at Theatre

ÅBanners and Pennants

ÅFlower Exhibition

ÅHeritage of the Ile Exhibition

ÅPainting Exhibition



2009 PROGRAMME

ÅScarecrow Competition

ÅJazz & Swing Concert

ÅYouth Bands Night

ÅDance Taster

ÅMonmouth Rebellion Parade

ÅTown Centre Food Court



2009 PROGRAMME

ÅGarden Tea Party

ÅStrolling Garage Sale

ÅTheatre Open Day

ÅOrgan Recital

ÅParty for Ilminster

ÅFood Market and Craft Fair

ÅClassic Car Show

ÅSongs of Praise



MORE LESSONS

ÅFunding challenges

ÅOrganisation/licensing

ÅSound challenges

ÅSecurity/Safety 

ÅPublicity

ÅSuccesses

ÅChallenges





ÅOPPORTUNITIES

ÅMore Community participation

ÅNew sources of funding

ÅFinding a place in the Somerset Calendar

ÅMore visitors to Ilminster

ÅñItôs an Ilminster thingò!




