Mapping Food Projects in Somerset

There are many Local Food-related projects and initiatives currently underway in Somerset. These range from promoting local food with retailers or at markets, residents working together to grow and/or cook local food, to developing social/community enterprises and delivering training and informal learning.

This quick desk-based mapping exercise attempts to identify most of these but there will be some omissions.

National

	Name:
	Making Local Food Work

	Managed/run by:
	Managed by the Plunkett Foundation and funded by the Big Lottery Fund 

	Based in/focus on:
	England

	Summary:
	An initiative to explore community enterprise approaches to connecting land and people through food. ‘Whether you are a producer looking for local outlets for your food, a representative of a community group looking to get involved or somebody looking for places to buy local food near you, you will find the information you’re looking for here.’
http://www.makinglocalfoodwork.co.uk/ 


	Name:
	Mapping Local Food Webs Project

	Managed/run by:
	Making Local Food Work & CPRE

	Based in/focus on:
	National, one instance in Yeovil

	Summary:
	Aims to engage the skills and knowledge of local people in order to explore the economic, social and environmental benefits of local food networks, from producer through to consumer; achieve a better understanding of the challenges facing local food networks, build links within community, and influence local, regional and national policy makers. SW Regional Coordinator is Elaine Spencer-White, ex-Foodlinks. www.cpre.org.uk 


	Name:
	The Plunkett Foundation

	Managed/run by:
	ditto

	Based in/focus on:
	England

	Summary:
	Aside from offering advisor support to community shops and other enterprises, Plunkett are also giving 3 days of mentoring on retailing, local food supply chains and other areas via MLFW.


	Name:
	Sustain

	Managed/run by:
	ditto

	Based in/focus on:
	UK

	Summary:
	Sustain is the alliance for better food and farming; it advocates food and agriculture policies and practices that enhance the health and welfare of people and animals, improve the working and living environment, enrich society and culture and promote equity. They represent around 100 national public interest organisations working at international, national, regional and local level. They;

· Facilitate the exchange of information to strengthen the work of the membership, and help promote their activities to the media and to policy makers. 

· Develop networks of members and allied organisations to devise and implement policies on particular issues of common concern.

· Advise and negotiate with governments and other regulatory agencies to ensure that legislation and policies on food and agriculture are publicly accountable and socially and environmentally responsible. 
· Encourage businesses to produce, process and market foods which are good for health and the environment, and to devise, invest in and maintain policies and practices that make sustainable food choices the easy choice.
http://www.sustainweb.org/
Many different projects, and includes useful Food Coop finder tool http://www.sustainweb.org/foodcoops/finder/ 


	Name:
	The Food for Life Partnership

	Managed/run by:
	Led by the Soil Association, the Food for Life Partnership brings together the practical expertise of the Focus on Food Campaign, Garden Organic and the Health Education Trust.

	Based in/focus on:
	Lots of schools and colleges across the SW but very few in Somerset.

	Summary:
	The Food for Life Partnership is a network of schools and communities across England committed to transforming food culture http

www.foodforlife.org.uk 


	Name:
	Community Growing Spaces and Allotments

	Managed/run by:
	The National Trust

	Based in/focus on:
	40 NT properties (England, Wales, NI) 

	Duration:
	3 year leases

	Summary:
	Aiming to create 1000 new allotments

Press release


	Name:
	Landshare

	Managed/run by:
	Channel 4; idea was Hugh Fearnley-Whittingstall’s

	Based in/focus on:
	UK

	Duration:
	Open ended

	Summary:
	A website where landowners and people wanting to grow can meet – social networking for people wanting to grow food

http://landshare.channel4.com/


	Name:
	Local Food grants

	Managed/run by:
	Big Lottery Fund

	Based in/focus on:
	UK

	Summary:
	Though primarily a funding source, the Local Food website has case studies and their advisors visit Stage 2 applicants to develop the business case.


	Name:
	Local Food Advisor

	Managed/run by:
	Private business

	Based in/focus on:
	UK 

	Summary:
	Local Food Advisor provides information about sources of award winning food locally, regionally and nationally. Its aims include: supporting the environment and animal welfare, promoting regional cooking, encouraging local food restaurants and preserving traditional recipes. The website lists the top 4000 award winning regional producers and suppliers in the UK and Ireland.

www.localfoodadvisor.com 
Another similar site is Big Barn


Regional
	Name:
	Fareshare SW

	Managed/run by:
	Fareshare (charity)

	Based in/focus on:
	SW

	Summary:
	Charity that takes surplus food from supermarkets and wholesalers and distributes it to organisations and projects in the Third Sector, saving costs for them, bringing environmental benefits and providing volunteering opportunities.

http://www.fareshare.org.uk/


	Name:
	South West Food & Drink

	Managed/run by:
	

	Based in/focus on:
	SW

	Duration:
	set up in 2002 by SWRDA which also presently funds the organisation.

	Summary:
	South West Food & Drink is the "umbrella" organisation dedicated to the development of the food and drink industry throughout South West England.
SWFD is based at Darts Farm, Topsham, Exeter. The main focus for SWFD activity is on the food and drink processors and the marketing/distribution of products to their customers e.g. retailers and food service caterers. In other words, all the activities that take place after the farm gate through to the trade end user. The organisation employs 10 members of staff and is governed by a Board of up to 14 non-executive directors and observers most of whom are also directors of South West food & drink companies.

http://www.southwestfoodanddrink.org/ 


	Name:
	Taste of the West

	Managed/run by:
	A limited, not for profit organisation, led by a board of directors appointed from the industry by the membership.

	Based in/focus on:
	SW

	Duration:
	Established in 1991.

	Summary:
	The regional food and drink trade organisation for the South West.  As a membership organisation Taste of the West works to develop the region’s exceptional regional food and drink industry.
http://www.tasteofthewest.org.uk 


County-wide

	Name:
	Somerset Food and Drink Group

	Managed/run by:
	Report instigated by Somerset County Council and funded by Rural Renaissance; private sector-led group formed.

	Based in/focus on:
	Countywide

	Summary:
	Concept - A leading edge web based food and drink group to increase the availability of local food and drink and reconnect the local food supply chain.

The intention would be to increase efficiency by making many more connections over the net to create maximum value from the food and drink group over and above the more traditional way of working.
Report highlights legacy of Somerset Food Links and that its focus was on promoting Local Food, which left out medium to large food producers based in the county.

Action Plan and funding applications for web-based and traditional activities currently being developed, inc one to Big Lottery Local Food for Dairy apprenticeships.


	Name:
	Somerset Community Food 

	Managed/run by:
	ditto

	Based in/focus on:
	Countywide, based in Glastonbury

	Summary:
	A charity educating people about growing and cooking food. Somerset Community Food supports a network of community food projects in Somerset. This includes growing projects such as community gardens, distribution projects such as food co-ops, and cookery classes. We run two conferences per year and have a newsletter called BeansTalk.
http://www.somersetcommunityfood.org.uk/?Welcome 


	Name:
	Levels’ Best

	Managed/run by:
	Instigated by Somerset Foodlinks, now independent

	Based in/focus on:
	Levels & Moors generally

	Summary:
	a landscape brand and website, for marketing quality food and drink produced from the Somerset Levels and Moors
website


	Name:
	Somerset Local Food Direct

	Managed/run by:
	Instigated by Somerset Foodlinks, now independent

	Based in/focus on:
	Somerset and parts of neighbouring counties

	Summary:
	a web-based food and drink home delivery service offering produce from more than 80 local producers
http://www.localfooddirect.co.uk/ 


	Name:
	Somerset Farmers Markets Ltd

	Managed/run by:
	ditto

	Based in/focus on:
	10 towns, see website

	Summary:
	Now runs farmers markets in 10 towns each month. 

http://www.localfooddirect.co.uk/markets/ 


	Name:
	Somerset Organic Link

	Managed/run by:
	ditto

	Based in/focus on:
	Countywide, based in Somerton

	Summary:
	Somerset Organic Link is a co-operative of organic farmers in Somerset supplying a wide range of fresh organic vegetables and fruit all year round.
www.somersetorganiclink.co.uk


	Name:
	Somerset Land & Food project

	Managed/run by:
	Somerset Community Food

	Based in/focus on:
	Countywide, based in Glastonbury, focus on towns

	Duration:
	Started in late 2009

	Summary:
	Big Lottery Local Food-funded project. 2 staff, aims to bring 100 acres of land around 10 Market Towns into use for community growing. Aims to enable more people in Somerset to enjoy affordable, locally grown food by:

· Mapping land currently in production and identifying landholders willing to make land available for food growing.

· Facilitating access to land for increased food growing.

· Sharing skills and resources by identifying local, skilled practitioners and knowledgeable elders; providing & promoting training; and supporting involvement through volunteer time-bank credits.

· Creating a partnership of relevant organisations. 

· Developing a Tool Bank.
Webpage


	Name:
	Commission community food growing project (LAA Delivery Plan Objective)

	Managed/run by:
	NHS Somerset

	Based in/focus on:
	Countywide

	Summary:
	Increase the number of people with the skills and knowledge to grow their own food 

Measures: Number of food growing tutors trained

Number of community food growing projects in place


	Name:
	Commission a service to undertake community food mapping and support to food co-ops and food buying groups (LAA Delivery Plan Objective)

	Managed/run by:
	NHS Somerset

	Based in/focus on:
	Countywide

	Summary:
	Increased availability of and access to affordable healthy food

Measures: Number of areas with food mapping undertaken

Number of food co-ops/buying groups supported


	Name:
	Further develop cooking skills training within the community

(LAA Delivery Plan Objective)

	Managed/run by:
	NHS Somerset

	Based in/focus on:
	Countywide

	Summary:
	Increase knowledge and skills within the community to prepare and cook healthy meals

Measures: Number of cooking skills tutors trained

Number of people completing cooking skills courses


	Name:
	5 A Day

	Managed/run by:
	NHS Somerset

	Based in/focus on:
	Countywide

	Summary:
	Web-based advice on healthy eating
http://www.somerset.nhs.uk/welcome/healthy-living/5-a-day/ 


District-wide
	Name:
	SAGE - Sedgemoor Action Group for our Environment

	Managed/run by:
	

	Based in/focus on:
	Sedgemoor district 

	Summary:
	


	Name:
	Guide to Green Living

	Managed/run by:
	Mendip Environment Network

	Based in/focus on:
	Mendip district 

	Summary:
	website


	Name:
	Mendip stall markets

	Managed/run by:
	Mendip District Council

	Based in/focus on:
	Supporting Mendip market towns and their rural hinterlands

	Summary:
	Operate stall markets in 4 towns (6 markets/week)


	Name:
	Living Well Programme

	Managed/run by:
	Somerset Leisure, West Somerset Sports and Leisure Centre, Bircham Road, Minehead TA24 6AY

((01643) 708815

Email: cstone@somersetleisure.org.uk
Carol Stone Food 4 Living Co-ordinator

	Summary:
	Food 4 Living is part of a lottery/PCT-funded programme to encourage healthier lifestyles in general. Living Well works in partnership to promote and increase participation in local projects to access fresh, nutritious, seasonal food. Current activities include: providing training in how to grow food, supporting community allotments and a garden share scheme, supporting volunteers to start-up local food co-operatives, and cookery skills and healthy eating courses in West Somerset.


Local

Food Coops

	Name:
	Food For Life

c/o Chamberlain's Cafe, North Street, Taunton

	Managed/run by:
	ditto

	Based in/focus on:
	

	Summary:
	Support a range of co-op projects who provide different produce: fruit, vegetables, baked goods, non-alcoholic beverages, wholefoods and store cupboard goods.


	Name:
	Mantle Street Youth Centre Food Coop, Wellington

	Managed/run by:
	ditto

	Based in/focus on:
	

	Summary:
	Produce: fruit, vegetables, meat, fish, baked goods, non-alcoholic beverages.


	Name:
	Victoria and Newtown Fresh Food Co-op, Bridgwater

	Managed/run by:
	ditto

	Based in/focus on:
	

	Summary:
	Home-made cakes and preserves also on sale. You can order fresh and dried items from the supplier's list - including pasta and rice Produce: fruit, vegetables, baked goods, wholefoods and store cupboard goods.


	Name:
	Hamp Food Co-op, Bridgwater

	Managed/run by:
	ditto

	Based in/focus on:
	

	Summary:
	We are a community association, based in Hamp Bridgwater. We run a food co-op (on Fridays) where people order one week for collection the next. Organic vegetables, fruit, free range eggs, preserves etc. We welcome anyone who lives or works in our town. Produce: fruit, vegetables, dairy, wholefoods and store cupboard goods.

Website - Facebook – ‘Hamp Community Association’


	Name:
	Eastover Organic Food Co-op, Bridgwater

	Managed/run by:
	ditto

	Based in/focus on:
	

	Duration:
	Started in 

	Summary:
	Investigating supplies of local meat, eggs and fruit. Dried food co-op requires a membership fee and orders are collated approximately once a month. Produce: fruit, vegetables, wholefoods and store cupboard goods.


	Name:
	Balsam Food Co-op, Wincanton

	Managed/run by:
	Balsam Centre

	Based in/focus on:
	

	Summary:
	Produce: vegetables. http://www.balsamcentre.org.uk/


	Name:
	Wells Food Co-op

	Managed/run by:
	ditto

	Based in/focus on:
	

	Summary:
	Produce: wholefoods and store cupboard goods.


	Name:
	Windmill Hill Organic Project, Glastonbury

	Managed/run by:
	ditto

	Based in/focus on:
	

	Summary:
	Produce: fruit, vegetables, wholefoods and store cupboard goods. Veg bags (7 items) £5.40. Fruit bags £5.40. Potato sacks (5kg) £3. Other products can be ordered from SOL's wholesale list - e.g. rice and pasta




	Name:
	Viking’s Veg Food Co-op

	Managed/run by:
	Little Vikings Children’s Centre

	Based in/focus on:
	Watchet/Williton

	Summary:
	A box scheme for seasonal vegetables and fruit and local meat. Volunteers sort produce bought in bulk from a local supplier and pass on the discount to members of the co-op, mostly families with young children but open to anyone.

Tracey Bland/Natalie Devlin   ( (01984) 633655


Research

	Name:
	Local Food Economy research, 2007

	Managed/run by:
	SSDC Area East

	Summary:
	Councillors indicated that they wished to see increased activity around the Local Food Sector. A preliminary assessment of current activity, to ensure that subsequent work was targeted effectively, was carried out by The Balsam Centre. Their report incuded some activities that could form the basis of this work:
1. Work with existing bag/box scheme providers to promote schemes

2. Explore scope to minimise distribution overlap with above

3. Investigate the scope to set up/pilot community distribution centres (based on the Cumbria model)

4. Assist Somerset Local Food direct with premises search

5. Assess scope of farm gate sales and identify support needs

6. Facilitate producer marketing co-operatives

7. Local food marketing to ‘mainstream’

8. Identify and Support demonstration projects around community supported agriculture and tourism


Community Projects
	Name:
	Friends and Family Community Allotment

	Managed/run by:
	Transition Minehead and Alcombe

	Based in/focus on:
	Harepark Terrace Allotments, Alcombe.

‘Demonstration’ allotment where families with little experience of growing food can develop their skills and learn from more experienced growers. Families can  ‘Adopt a raised bed’. 

	Summary:
	Maureen Smith

Transition Minehead and Alcombe

((01643) 709478

Email: tma2009@hotmail.co.uk


	Name:
	Seed Swap and Plant Swap

	Managed/run by:
	Transition Minehead and Alcombe

	Summary:
	Two annual events to encourage low cost food growing. Open to anyone, both events encourage people to bring their seeds and surplus seedlings to swap, or purchase at low cost. Huge variety of good quality plants available to stock your plot, including heritage varieties.

Seed Swap is in March, plant swap in May at Minehead Methodist Church Hall, The Avenue, Minehead. 

	Contact:
	Maureen Smith

Transition Minehead and Alcombe

((01643) 709478

Email: tma2009@hotmail.co.uk


	Name:
	Cooking 4 One

	Managed/run by:
	West Somerset Inclusion project (MIND)

	Based in/focus on:
	Minehead Methodist Church Kitchen

	Summary:
	People with few cookery skills learn to cook healthy nutritious food.

Part of the Living Well Programme


	Name:
	Family Cook-Ins

	Managed/run by:
	West Somerset Healthy Communities

	Based in/focus on:
	Alcombe Children’s Centre

	Summary:
	Parents and grandparents learn about healthy eating choices and how to prepare nutritious, economical family meals.

Supported by the Living Well Programme


	Name:
	Healthy Eating Course

	Managed/run by:
	Williton Children’s Centre

( (01984) 635980

	Based in/focus on:
	Uses Danesfield School kitchen facilities.

Supported by the Living Well Programme

	Summary:
	Parents and grandparents learn about healthy eating choices and how to prepare nutritious, economical family meals.


	Name:
	Ilminster Community Allotments

	Managed/run by:
	Informal community group, contact Neil Galbraith, formed out of South Somerset Climate Action Group members

	Based in/focus on:
	Dinnington Estate, near Ilminster

	Duration:
	Started 2009

	Summary:
	Rosie Boycott has allowed a group of residents to create allotments on land she was formerly using as a smallholding.


	Name:
	Tatworth Growing Together

	Managed/run by:
	Run by volunteers, project coordinated and regulated by Parish Council

	Based in/focus on:
	Tatworth, South Somerset

	Duration:
	Started Jan 2009

	Summary:
	Transition Community initiative – Community Crop Production Project. community-grown crops sold to village shops, proceeds invested in Parish Council’s ‘Transition Fund’ to be spent on seeds, plants, equipment. www.tatworthgrowingtogether.org.uk 


	Name:
	West Coker Historic Smallholdings

	Managed/run by:
	Informal community group at present

	Based in/focus on:
	West Coker

	Summary:
	Hoping to rent land from Somerset CC to support a range of traditional small scale agricultural activities, including flax growing, allotments and cottage-scale livestock. supported by the Co-operative Enterprise Hub.


	Name:
	Tinkers Bubble

	Managed/run by:
	Low-impact community/collective

	Based in/focus on:
	Norton-sub-Hamdon

	Summary:
	Grows fruit and veg, esp salads, to sell at Farmers Markets and possibly elsewhere


	Name:
	Porlock Community Orchard

	Managed/run by:
	Porlock Community Orchard Group

	Based in/focus on:
	Combe Orchard is situated between the Porlock Toll Road and the footpath to West Porlock and Porlock Weir, about 200 yards past the village hall. 

The orchard contains a mix of eating, cooking and cider apple trees. The group runs community events including apple picking and juicing. 

	Summary:
	Alistair Campbell

Tel: (01643) 863154
email: milloaks@btinternet.com
http://www.porlock.org/community/porlock_vale_community_orchard.php


	Name:
	Carhampton Community Allotments

	Managed/run by:
	Volunteers from the local community

	Based in/focus on:
	Developing new allotments in Carhampton. 

	Summary:
	Volunteers are currently in discussion with Smiths Gore re renting farmland from the Crown Estate on which to establish new allotments to meet demand. 

Hester Watson 

Emai: hestertavens@yahoo.co.uk
(01643 821768l


	Name:
	Food for Life Partnership School Project

	Managed/run by:
	Minehead First School
Townsend Road
Minehead TA24 5RG

	Based in/focus on:
	The scheme provides a framework and award scheme to help our school and wider community to transform its food culture. 

Resources developed by the Soil Association will be used by pupils and staff to learn all about ‘growing our own’ food and eating fresh, seasonal, local produce.

In partnership with parents, volunteers and  Transition Minehead and Alcombe

	Summary:
	Head: Mr James Geen 

Tel: 01643 702938. Fax: 01643 704125. 

Email: office@mineheadfirst.somerset.sch.uk


	Name:
	Axbridge Parish Plan objectives

	Managed/run by:
	Axbridge Town Council

	Based in/focus on:
	Axbridge and area

	Summary:
	Contact local food suppliers to discuss ways of improving the provision of locally produced within local shops; set up a food co-op; Explore the possibility of increasing the frequency of the Farmers’ Market


	Name:
	Castle Cary and Ansford Parish Plan objectives

	Managed/run by:
	Castle Cary Town Council

	Based in/focus on:
	Castle Cary and Ansford

	Summary:
	Farmers' market/regular market day


	Name:
	Castle Cary Use Less Share More Group

	Managed/run by:
	ditto

	Based in/focus on:
	Castle Cary and area

	Summary:
	Various local food related projects inc apple pressing
Website


	Name:
	Crewkerne Community Plan - Develop a Local Food Trail

	Managed/run by:
	A Better Crewkerne & District

	Based in/focus on:
	

	Summary:
	Community Plan objective


	Name:
	Ilminster Local Produce Market

	Managed/run by:
	Ilminster Forum Regeneration Group

	Based in/focus on:
	Ilminster and area

	Summary:
	Trying to start a monthly local produce market


	Name:
	Shepton Mallet communal allotment

	Managed/run by:
	Transition Shepton Food sub-group

	Based in/focus on:
	Shepton and area

	Summary:
	In the light of current concerns about the carbon footprint of food production, we have chosen an organic system which gets its fertility from green manure and from compost that comes from the allotment itself.


	Name:
	Sustainable Frome - Town in Transition

	Managed/run by:
	ditto

	Based in/focus on:
	Frome and area

	Summary:
	Projects include weekly allotment demonstration (Dig with Des)


	Name:
	Transition Taunton

	Managed/run by:
	ditto

	Based in/focus on:
	Frome and area

	Summary:
	launching a "source local cook local" community recipe project intended to promote local suppliers and get people cooking with seasonal ingredients; starting a "grow your own" group, particularly to get people without gardens realising what you can still achieve; doing some practical "guerrilla gardening".
Website


	Name:
	Transition Bruton

	Managed/run by:
	ditto

	Based in/focus on:
	Frome and area

	Summary:
	Transition Bruton comprises a small group of Bruton folk who are placing a focus on how to live more sustainably, with particular interest in what can done at a very local level. It strongly supports initiatives such as shopping locally and encouraging local food production. The aim is to encompass many broader issues including waste, transport, education and energy and to find ways of living more cost-effectively, which is especially relevant in the current economic downturn. One of their key projects this year is to start a Bruton Community Garden project and they are currently investigating potential land. They also hope to get schools and local people involved in local conservation projects.

Contact: transitionbruton@gmail.com


	Name:
	Transition Town Langport 

	Managed/run by:
	ditto

	Based in/focus on:
	Langport and area

	Summary:
	Hold a local food market on Fridays at Ely’s


	Name:
	Sustainable Somerton

	Managed/run by:
	ditto

	Based in/focus on:
	Somerton and area

	Summary:
	worked with the town council on the provision of allotments for local people.


	Name:
	Wedmore Green Group

	Managed/run by:
	ditto

	Based in/focus on:
	Wedmore and area

	Summary:
	Wedmore Green Group was established in 2006 as an umbrella organisation to co-ordinate, explore and encourage sustainable living on the Isle of Wedmore. encouraged local food and shops through our 'is it local' cookbook;


	Name:
	Transition Minehead and Alcombe

	Managed/run by:
	ditto

	Based in/focus on:
	Minehead and area

	Summary:
	The group started in late 2008. We also include interested people from surrounding villages who do not yet have their own group. Some of these areas have had active climate change groups for some time. We work closely with Forum 21, who have worked in West Somerset for many years. 

Projects include a training allotment for young families, through a Get Set Grow course with Jane Sweetman from Somerset Community Foods. We also setting up a garden sharing scheme.


Traditional Allotments
Somerset Community Food has a useful page on the allotments situation across the County – view here.
To illustrate demand, Frome Allotment Association has 115 plots over 7 sites, with 80 people on a waiting list.
Matt Day

Somerset Market Towns Forum
March 2010

